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Message

It was the strong initiative of Bangladesh that International Mother Language
Day (IMLD) was proclaimed both by UNESCO in 1999 and by the UN General
Assembly in 2008. Since then, every year on 21 February the day is celebrated
all over the world to promote linguistic diversity. The theme of the International
Mother Language Day 2016 is “Quality education, language(s) of instruction
and learning outcomes™.

The United Nations as a whole has a mission to promote linguistic diversity and
multilingualism. By its mandate, UNESCO attaches great importance to the
preservation and utilization of languages as the most important tool for
communication and the means to transmit and preserve the cultural diversity of
the world. In recognition of the importance of language, all sectors of
UNESCO, education, the sciences, culture and communication have developed
language related programmes.

UNESCO Director-General, Ms. Irina Bokova, reminds us this year on the
occasion of International Mother Language Day 2016, that “Mother languages
in a multilingual approach are essential components of quality education, which
is itself the foundation for empowering women and men and their societies. We
must recognise and nurture this power, in order to leave no one behind, to craft
a more just and sustainable future for all.”

UNESCO appreciates the ongoing efforts and commitment of the Government
of Bangladesh in the cause of international mother language which is expressed
with the establishment of the International Mother Language Institute (IMLI) in
Dhaka under the auspices of UNESCO (Category 2 institute) to promote the
right to education, linguistic diversity, cultural pluralism and understanding. To
observe the International Mother Language Day 2016, IMLI is organizing three
inter-connected events — an opening ceremony, an international seminar and a
national seminar.

(Beatrice Kaldun)
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Establishment in Dhaka, Bangladesh, of an international mother language
institute

The Executive Board,

1. Recalling the revised integrated comprehensive strategy for
category 2 institutes and centres under the auspices of UNESCO
as approved by the General Conference in 37 C/Resolution 93,

2. Taking note of the important contributions of category 2 institutes
and centres to UNESCO’s programme priorities and their potential
international or regional impact,
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3. Recognizing the importance of quality education based on mother
language education,

4. Having examined document 197 EX/16 Part II containing the
proposal of Bangladesh to establish in Dhaka, Bangladesh an
international mother language institute (IMLI) as an institute
under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2),

5. Welcomes the proposal of Bangladesh to establish in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, an international mother language institute (IMLI) as
an institute under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2);

6. Takes note of the observations and conclusions of the feasibility
study contained in document 197 EX/16 Part 1I;

7. Deems the considerations and proposals contained in document
197 EX/16 Part II to be such as to meet the requirements needed
to establish an institute under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2);

8. Recommends that the General Conference, at its 38th session,
approve the establishment in Dhaka, Bangladesh, of the
International Mother Language Institute (IMLI) as an institute
under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2), and that it authorize
the Director-General to sign the corresponding agreement.
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